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All about Hedgehogs

Derbyshire
Wildlife Trust
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More about Hedgehogs
J Daily Life be raised using powerful muscles

.1 Ahedgehogis normally a solitary, along their back.
nocturnal animal. During spring A group of hedgehogs is called

Common
name:

European r iy and summer days it sleepsin a an array’ but they are usually
Hedgehog '1’. \ temporary nest and wakes up at solitary creatures preferring to
ety 4 . |
Scientific v ,"'o ( ‘gj “%"  dusk to venture out and hunt for  be alone and only occur in groups
name: i . Ry
JOT Y0 food. 5
Erinaceus RPN A “}I}h/ Native "é o.od when a family is together.
europaeus SRR AR AN - v 0“/ Did you know? Hedgehogs give birth in June/July
W i 4 i\ Hedgehogs are noisy animals, and have an average litter of four
Y, Predators: ) ';-{' snuffling loudly as they shuffle or five. A baby hedgehog is called a
'_ 3 . Badgelrshandh ; through the undergrowth. They ~ hoglet! "
Family: —— 7 f?“ Oxf‘:r;; aOSug Py ’ y have poor eyesight but an acute Hedgehogs can travel around 2 jw e
. R °© 4 o 2 O . O . A . s
Erinaceidae ; hedgehogs are v A sense of smell, touch and hearing... .miles in an evening, looking for s
well protected . Hedgehogs are known for their food!
Size and with their spines. ability to roll themselves into a Hedgehogs are known to self-
appearance: ! ball of spines when threatened. anoint (cover their spines in
Small brown and < é - These spines are actually modified frothy saliva), and current
T R ) Diet: hairs and the average hedge‘hog thinking is that this is a form of
. . : T = e, 21 has about 7000 of them, which can defence.
tipped spines over e SEh
F"k ‘ well as amphibians,

its back, and a
fur-covered face.

birds eggs, beetles,

Habitat: earthworms and
Lengt'h: 15-30cm. Grassland slugs
Tail: 1-2cm Earmland, ;
Woodland,

Towns and Gardens.
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What else can you do?

Check before strimming |

Hedgehogs will not run away from the

sound of a mower or strimmer — check

before you cut and avoid causing injuries
eath. ‘_}

Check for hoglets

In late summer and early autumniit is
unusual to come across ver:
gehogs born late in the seaso:

hese will not have enoggh_-ﬂ\o”see
them though hibernation and have to
be fed and kept warm over winter and
mased the following spring. Please . ik
tact your local hedgehog/wildlife ’
harity for advice if you find a sick or
njured hedgehog.



Make a simple hedgehog house

Derbyshire
Wwildlife Trust

You will need: E; Cut two side air vents and an

entrance into the plastic box.

* Medium-sized
plastic storage /
box -

* Stanley knife \

e Leaf litter

* Dry grass or straw e
(1) Put some leaf litter inside the
box, with clean, dry grass or

straw on top.
* Carrier \:as

* Twigs and dry leaves

@} Tuck the box near a hedge (with the
entrance facing south it possible).

@-} Put an opened-up carrier bag over
the top of the box, then cover with
twigs, dry grass and leaves.
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Derbyshire
Wildlife Trust

About Derbyshire Wildlife Trust

We are a small charity with big ideas.

We believe passionately that wildlife and Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
natural processes need to have space to Sandy Hill, Main Street
thrive, beyond designated nature reserves Middleton, Matlock, DE4 4LR
and other protected sites. To achieve this Tel: 01773 881188 _
it is vital that the richest wildlife sites are Email: enquiries@derbyshirewt.couk
- ] . Web: www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk
protected and sustained as a starting point Registered Charity Number: 222212
from which nature can spread back into [} @DerbyshirewildlifeTrust

our wider landscapes. Derbyshirewildlifetrust
X @DerbysWwildlife
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