
Best places to f ind 
wildlife in Derbyshire

Derbyshire 
WildlifeTrust 

Take a trip to one of our nature reserves 
and discover the wonderful wildlife on 
your doorstep.

A little bit of house keeping…

Derbyshire’s wild side!

Key to facilities

Please remember that our reserves are home to lots of 
fantastic wildlife. Therefore, we ask that you don’t camp or 
light any fires. Please also leave wild flowers, plants and 
fungi where they are for others to enjoy. 

Dogs should be kept on leads and litter taken home with 
you. We also ask that you stay on the paths to avoid 
disturbing wildlife. 

With your help and understanding we can make sure our 
reserves remain wonderful places for people and wildlife 
for years to come.

Explore

Defending wildlife, restoring landscapes, inspiring people
www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

Walkers at Deep Dale Ian Weatherley

Small tortoishell  
    on wild f lowers Kieron Huston

Wild f lowers at Gang Mine Kieron Huston Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
Sandy Hill
Main Street
Middleton
Matlock
Derbyshire, DE4 4LR 

Tel: 01773 881188 
Email: enquiries@derbyshirewt.co.uk

Charity No: 222212
Company Limited by Guarantee No: 715675

@derbyswildlife

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust is the county’s largest 
environmental charity run by local people for the benefit 
of local wildlife and wildlife habitats. If you share our 
vision please support us by becoming a member.

www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

The sites detailed in this leaflet provide a wealth of 
opportunities to see wildlife. The list below contains a 
few items that will help increase your chances of seeing 
and identifying the wildlife on your doorstep.

   Binoculars
   Wildlife identification guide – such as birds, trees 
or wild flowers

   Pad and pencil – to make notes on what you see
   Camera or camera-phone to record what you see

Wildlife spotting check list

Walking

Fungi TreesGreat for 
families

Bike rideWild flowers

Insects

Birds

Bats



Each reserve provides a vital refuge for 
animals and plants that are disappearing 
from our countryside. Whilst exploring, 
look for: 

Experience 
nature on 
your doorstep

Common bonnet Paul Shaw

Emperor dragonf ly Tony Pioli

Barn owl Margaret Holland

Keep an eye out for 
fungi at Lea Wood, The 
Avenue Washlands and 
Mapperley Wood. Look 
for puffball, colourful 
orange peel and elegant 
common bonnet.

Look out for  
jewel-like dragonflies 
and damselflies. 
Hilton Gravel Pits 
and Willington 
Gravel Pits are great 
places to try.

Visit at dusk, and 
if you are lucky, 
you might spot 
a barn owl at 
Woodside Farm 
or The Avenue 
Washlands.For meadows  

bursting with wild 
flowers each summer, 

head to Rose End 
Meadows, Hartington 
Meadows or our Wye 

Valley reserves.Bulbous buttercups Kieron Huston

The bittern, a rare 
member of the heron 
family, sometimes 
visits Willington, 
Drakelow and Carr 
Vale in winter. 

Bittern 
Elliott Neep

Water vole Ian Wilson

Water voles, which are 
suffering a devastating 
national decline, can 
still be seen regularly 
at The Avenue 
Washlands and 
Mapperley Wood.

Bluebells 
Jim Higham

Bluebells are plentiful 
across many of our 
woodland reserves in 
spring. Try Lea Wood, 
Mapperley Wood and 
Spring Wood.

Small copper Amy Lewis

A visit to Rose End 
Meadows, Gang 
Mine and Hilton 
in the summer will 
reward you with 
clouds of butterflies!
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4
 C

arr V
ale

 
S44 6G

A for the Peter Fidler car park
O

ne of the best birdw
atching sites in 

D
erbyshire. There is plenty to see all year 

round, from
 w

igeon, teal and other ducks 
in w

inter to breeding w
arblers, w

aders and 
sand m

artins in the sum
m

er. A
n exam

ple of a 
healthy w

ater habitat, it is also a great place to 
see dragonflies, pond dip and w

alk through a 
reedbed!

  
  

  
 

5
 T

he A
venue W

ashlands
 

S42 6N
G

 for the M
ill Lane entrance

R
eedbed, m

arsh, ponds and grassland, attract 
birds such as tufted duck, w

igeon, snipe and 
little grebe as w

ell as skylarks, yellow
ham

m
er 

and nesting w
arblers. W

ater voles, great 
crested new

ts and dragonflies have also m
ade 

their hom
es here. G

reat for a fam
ily w

alk and 
pond dipping all year round.

  
  

  
  

 

6
 H

artington M
eadow

s 
H

artington Station car park, SK
17 0A

Z
M

eadow
s bursting w

ith w
ild flow

ers in early 
sum

m
er. From

 traditional haym
eadow

 species 
such as yellow

 rattle to lim
estone specialists 

such as fragrant orchid. This is the perfect 
reserve to w

alk w
aist high in w

ild flow
ers and 

sw
ish for butterflies and m

oths. A
lso a great 

stop off on the Tissington Trail.

  
  

  

7
 R

ose E
nd M

eadow
s S

S
S

I 
D

E4 3Q
D

 for the St M
ark’s C

lose entrance 
(Lim

ited – try C
rom

ford for additional 
parking)
These special m

eadow
s are a vivid picture of 

how
 D

erbyshire’s lim
estone farm

land looked 
around a hundred years ago. B

ursting w
ith 

w
ild flow

ers through spring and sum
m

er, from
 

buttercups and bluebells to orchids and great 
burnet, the reserve also has several traditional 
dew

 ponds. P
erfect for a sum

m
er stroll.

  
  

  

8
 Lea W

ood
 

H
igh Peak Junction car park or D

E4 5A
E

A
n ancient sem

i-natural w
oodland w

ith a rich 
history. The w

oodland floor is carpeted w
ith 

bluebells and w
ild daffodils in spring and hom

e 
to northern w

ood ants and 96 species of fungi. 
C

om
bine w

ith a w
alk along C

rom
ford C

anal 
and listen to our audio trail w

hilst looking for 
dragonflies and grass snakes.

  
  

  
  

  
  

1
 Ladybow

er W
ood S

S
S

I 
Ladybow

er Inn, S33 0A
X

U
pland oakw

ood and heather m
oorland – a 

great place to look for lichens, w
oodland birds 

and m
ountain hares. O

ff the beaten track 
around Ladybow

er R
eservoir.

  
  

  
  

2
 D

eep D
ale and 

Topley P
ike S

S
S

I 
W

ye D
ale car park, SK

17 9TE
A spectacular dale w

here you can adm
ire the 

abundance of w
ild flow

ers. Look for the deep 
pink bloom

s of bloody crane’s-bill and take a 
peek in the cave.

  
  

  
 

3
 W

ye V
alley R

eserves
 

M
iller’s D

ale car park, SK
17 8SN

 is a great 
place to start your adventure.
The W

ye Valley is hom
e to a string of nature 

reserves. D
iscover lim

estone dales, quarries and 
ancient w

oodlands bursting w
ith w

ild flow
ers and 

birdsong in the sum
m

er and follow
 the m

eanders 
of the R

iver W
ye. 

A
ll along the M

onsal Trail, these are perfect for a 
full day’s w

alk, a short stroll or a pit stop w
hilst on 

a bike ride.
~ C

hee D
ale S

S
S

I
~ M

iller’s D
ale Q

uarry S
S

S
I

~ P
riestcliffe Lees S

S
S

I
~ C

ram
side W

ood S
S

S
I

  
  

  
  

 

Spring W
ood 

bursting with bluebells 
N

igel Law

R
eserve

Peak D
istrict 

N
ational Park

R
eservoir/river

Star reserves

D
W

T
 

H
eadquarters

D
erby C

athedral 
Peregrine W

atch 
Points

1
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9
 E

rew
ash M

eadow
s

 
Park at B

oat Lane, N
G

16 5PR
This reserve is part of the largest area of 
floodplain grasslands and w

etlands in the 
E

rew
ash Valley. B

est know
n for birds, the 

reserve is also hom
e to grass snakes, 

am
phibians, dragonflies and w

ater voles. W
alk 

along the railw
ay em

bankm
ent for great view

s.

  
  

  
 

10
 &

 
11 W

oodside Farm
  

and M
apperley W

ood
 

M
apperley R

eservoir car park, D
E7 6B

R
 or 

D
E75 7JL for Pit Lane

The Trust’s farm
 is hom

e to m
any farm

land 
birds, w

ild flow
ers including orchids, 

invertebrates, brow
n hares and w

ater voles. A 
great day out to see farm

ing and conservation 
w

orking hand-in-hand. D
o a spot of pond 

dipping and follow
 an art trail.

C
om

bine your visit w
ith a w

ander around 
M

apperley W
ood and visit the living bird table. 

D
on’t forget to buy a beef or lam

b box to 
support our w

ork on the Farm
 - call us on 

01773 881188.

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

12 H
ilton G

ravel P
its S

S
S

I 
W

illow
pit Lane, D

E65 5FW
G

reat crested new
ts, black poplar trees, 

w
etland birds and bats. The reserve is also 

a good place for dragonflies, w
ith 14 species 

recorded here and a fantastic place to look for 
orchids and fungi. Follow

 the trails, see w
ho 

visits the feeding stations and be sure to pond 
dip.  

  
  

  
  

  
  

13  W
illington G

ravel P
its 

N
ature R

eserve
 

D
E65 6YB

, park at the top of M
eadow

 Lane 
and w

alk in
This form

er gravel quarry is teem
ing w

ith bird 
life all year round, from

 ducks in w
inter to 

sand m
artins and com

m
on terns in sum

m
er. 

D
ragonflies and dam

selflies are plentiful here 
too. Lots of view

ing platform
s and a feeding 

station. You w
ill need a perm

it for the bird hide.

  
  

  

Pocket nature 
reserves

These reserves are sm
all but im

portant!

14  B
rockholes W

ood S
S

S
I

C
ar park off the A

628, SK
13 1H

Z
O

ne of a few
 rem

aining upland oak w
oodlands 

w
ith m

oorland - a great place to look for 
m

ountain hares and w
oodland birds.

  
  

  
 

15  H
illbridge and P

ark W
oods

G
R

ID
 R

EF SK
01127869

Park on A
5004 Long H

ill and w
alk in

A
n upland oak w

oodland rich w
ith the colour 

and scent of bluebells in spring.
P

art of a m
uch larger netw

ork of w
alks in  

the area.

  
  

  
  

  
 

16
  G

ang M
ine S

S
S

I
O

ff Porter Lane, D
E4 4FT or  

park at the N
ational Stone C

entre car park 
and cross over the road
E

xplore this little reserve and look for specialist 
lead-tolerant flow

ers and glow
 w

orm
s!

  
  

  
 

17
  O

akerthorpe LN
R

A
nchor Inn, D

E55 7LP
G

reat for a short w
alk. Look for frogs, toads, 

grass snakes as w
ell as w

illow
 tits and orchids.

  
  

  

18  W
yver Lane

D
E56 2EF – park in the layby

A
n im

portant w
etland reserve, hom

e to otter 
and great for bird w

atching. P
erm

it needed for 
hide.  

  

19
  H

olly W
ood

Park at D
E6 2D

Q
 and follow

 the road 
tow

ards Edlaston to reach reserve
P

erfect for a short w
alk to get aw

ay from
 it all. 

Visit in spring to see bluebells.

  
  

20  B
arton P

ool
G

R
ID

 R
EF SK

504331, reserve to be view
ed 

from
 the m

ulti-user trail
W

hilst visiting A
ttenborough N

ature R
eserve 

take a detour to include this sm
all w

etland 
w

hich is im
portant for its insects and old pollard 

w
illow

s. 

  

21  C
arvers R

ocks S
S

S
I

G
R

ID
 R

EF SK
33482226  

Lim
ited parking in the layby on  

A
514 Ticknall R

oad, D
E73 7JP

O
ne of the last low

land heath habitat w
ith 

m
arsh violets, bluebells, hazel coppice and 

plenty of birds.

  
  

  
 

Perm
it only

Som
e of our reserves require a perm

it 
so w

e can ensure the precious w
ildlife is 

protected. G
ive us a call to request one.

22   G
olden B

rook S
torage 

Lagoon
Lim

ited parking on H
arrim

ans D
rive,  

D
E72 3A

Q
A sm

all reserve w
ith lots of w

ildlife including 
w

etland birds, butterflies and w
ild flow

ers.
There is a beautiful boardw

alk into the reedbed.

  
  

  

23  D
rakelow

 
Park inside the grounds of the form

er  
pow

er station, D
E15 9TE

A haven for birdw
atchers in the Trent Valley. 

From
 tantalising glim

pses of bitterns in w
inter 

to large num
bers of corm

orants, ducks, w
aders 

and birds of prey. There are five hides, an 
education hide and pond dipping platform

s as 
w

ell as a nature trail! Visit early for the chance 
to see bird ringing.

  
  

  
  

24  S
pring W

ood S
S

S
I

G
R

ID
 R

EF SK
37842196

Parking at Severn Trent C
ar Park at the 

southern end of the reservoir, LE65 1R
U

M
ixed w

oodland carpeted w
ith bluebells and 

covered in fungi. G
reat for a fam

ily w
alk in 

spring or autum
n. H

ides provide view
s over 

S
taunton H

arold R
eservoir.

  
  

  
  

  
  

 

N
uthatch at

   M
apperley W

ood
 

Paul Shaw

Little grebe found at  
Crom

ford Canal 
Tom

 M
arshall

B
ird’s - foot trefoil found  

at H
artington M

eadows 
P

hilip P
recey

Please note: the m
ap only provides 

approxim
ate locations.

Visit our w
ebsite:

For m
ore inform

ation about these reserves
•  For precise grid references, directions 

and parking inform
ation (P

lease note, 
postcodes are for the general area)

•  For our full list of 43 nature reserves
•  For m

obility access inform
ation

S
S

S
I – S

ite of S
pecial S

cientific Interest
LN

R
 – Local N

ature R
eserve

  S
tar R

eserves – These are w
onderful 

places to see w
ildlife

 P
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