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These thin fish
make incredible
journeys!




Editor’s
corner

TOM HIBBERT

Editor, Wildlife Watch

re you ready for
spring? | know | am!
| love winter and

all its wonderful wildlife, but
there's something so special
about the arrival of spring —
it's a magical time.

One of the best things
about spring is that so many
incredible insects appear.
There are loads of beetles,
butterflies and bees to be
discovered! In this issue, we're
taking a look at solitary bees
and how they find a place to
nest. Turn to page 18 to find
out more.

We're also infroducing
some of my favourite birds:
the skuas. Have you heard of
them? They're fast, ferocious
and fearless pirates of the
sky — | think you're going to
love them! You can find out all
about them on page 12.

With these and so many
other amazing animals to
discover, | hope you have
a spectacular spring!
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GET IN TOUCH

Email us at:
watch@wildlifetrusts.org
Ring us on:
01636 677711
Write to us at:
Wildlife Watch
The Kiln
Mather Road
Newark

Notts
NG241WT

wildlifetrusts
@wildlifetrusts
thewildlifetrusts
WildlifeWatchUK

BRILLIANT
BEAVERS

lbie (aged 6) from Somerset visited
Athe Cornwall Beaver Project and

saw a family of beavers and the
amazing dam they have built! He learnt

all about how beavers help prevent floods
and make habitat for other wildlife.

FUNGI FINDERS

ix-year-old Rowan from Manchester
(below) explored some new areas

of nature and found these fabulous
fungi! And Molly, also 6, from Flintshire
(below right) spotted these towering
toadstools on a path near her house.

Cover credit

In all our excitement

at our 100th issue, we
forgot to thank Rachel
Hudson Illustration for
the beautiful background
on the front cover. It's
gorgeous, don't you think!

B’/ supimeH uor @ aéq Ty

Wild Things

The Science Section
Fact-packed discoveries

Your Stories

Heroic Habitats
Peatlands

Poster
Gallery

Weird Nature
Smelly wildlife

How to...
Make a wildlife pond

Feature Creature
European eel

Where Do Seabirds Nest?
Competitions

Woodland Wildflowers
Springing to Life

Who's stirring this spring?
Sky Pirates

Discover buccaneering birds

18 Bee B&Bs
20 The Nature Engineers

WILDLIFE WATCH 101
Editor: Tom Hibbert

Ediforial Team: Ashleigh Carter, Charlotte Varella, Joanna Richards,
Leanne Smart, Mike Watson

The Wildlife
Trusts

Check out wildlifetrusts. Crany No
org/privacy-policy to
find out how we keep
your information safe.

What's Wildlife Watch?

Wildlife Watch is the junior packed full of amazing pictures,
branch of The Wildlife Trusts posters and competitions.
Join Wildlife Watch and start your ~ We also have a really wild
nature adventure. Prices range website and e-newsletter

from £10-£24 per year for child-  full of wild ideas and

only membership and £30-£60 nature-spotting tips. Plus

for family membership you get access to local
You'll receive a starter pack events and groups. Go wh“cﬂ

and four issues of Wildlife to wildlifewatch.org.uk
Watch magazine a year. This is to find out more.
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The Sclence

In every issue this year we'll be bringing you a fact-packed science
section, sharing recent discoveries about weird and wonderful
wildlife and explaining the meaning of some scientific words.

wWiLD WORDS OVIPOSITOR
PELAG ‘ (oh-vih—pOZ-ih-tur)
~ \ SINpPress = =" (pe-la-jikI)C A tube-like organ that
‘ _your friends lagic some animals, especially
= elagic just means ‘relating o the ~ insects, use fo lay €99s-
| with new - SIS
~ a’. Pelagic animals are They can be spiky for
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' the world out on the open sea, well awa
Aol W e y ther insects!
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ST T e water, like pel

ence! pelagic birds,
| SCIENICE: R hke pelagic fish.

n noisy places,
animals often raise
| their voice and make
“Jouder sounds to increase their
“chances of being heard. Some
“animals go a step further -
“they actually change their.tone

MAMMALS

(mam-mulls)

Mammals is the name for
the group of species that

are warm-blooded, have g
backbone, feed their young
with milk, and have either hair
or fur at some point in their
life. Humans, mice, dogs and
dolphins are qll examples of

. mammal.

looked after by a rescue
centre. They also played

“recordings of wind noise,
" tosee howthe pups'calls !
~ would change when the wind |
~ was louder. They found that |
~ whenthere was a lot of noise,

“of voice to be heard above the " the pups actually lowered

“background noise. >, Scientists

~ haven’t found many mammals

~ that can do this, but a recent
“experiment suggested that
“baby common seals may have
“fhis special ability.
"~ The scientists recorded the
“calls of eight common seal
“pups, which were being

Kemp's | ridley sea_ Sea Zoo. They hope fo help dhek:
turtle was found tunle recover and fly n bock 10
stranded on a.bed becch 3 N\eXlCO “where the seasare
worm enough for n 1o survive. 3
Kemp s r|d|eys are the smollesT
“and most endongered SEC
“turtles in the Wor|d wnh

only dround 8, 000

nestlng femoles |eﬂ Follow Tolly’e
: recovery on Twitter

@angleseyseazoo

in Woles 4,000 mlles dway

from its usual home in the the Gulf

~of " of Mexico! The turtle, nlcknqmed
= “‘ Tol|y because it was found on

: \ ledcre beoch was taken into
2 care by expens from Anglesey

" the tone of their voice. It's

" thought this might help their
~voices carry further in noisy -
~ conditions. The ability to judge
~ the level of background noise
~and change their voice in C
~ response seems to be quite
~ rare in mammals, making
"~ these seals super speciall

© Anglesey Sea Zoo

A feother d

by Faith, aged 10
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One November morning away from the hustle and bustle “*-‘:5, L
I tiptoe quietly though the woods and hear a gentle rustle. :
Ilook all around then up to the sky,

Then I see it, a squirrel with a glint in her eye.

She shuffles slowly down to the ground,

Her feather duster tail sweeping round and round.
One final leap onto a leafy bed,

From there I see her tiny ears twitch on her head.

Oh no - she has seen me, to the spot I freeze,

She looks at me suspiciously, her eyes like onyx beads.
Then she creeps a little closer and I think I see her smile,
Then with a tilt of her head she says,

“Stay and watch me for a while.”

I follow her as she leads me to the stump of a tree,

Where she looks around checking no other squirrel eyes can see.
Then she digs and she digs into the soft, green moss,

Her tail waving wildly like a stick of candy floss.

Her little claws move quickly flinging dust and dirt.

She must find her goodies quickly before another finds it first.
Then at last with a flurry, she holds up her prize.

She's found a treasured nut she left here last time.

She holds it in her mouth and dances with glee,

Her short, furry arms waving happily.

Then with a bow, she says goodbye,

And she scurries to her treetop home, way up in the sky. h

Do you want to write for the mcxngme’? Send your
stories and ideas to watch@wildlifetrusts. org!
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stars of the show - wildflowers!™

HERE ARE SIX SPECIES TO SPOT THIS SPRING.

BLUEBELL

The beautiful bluebell has bell-shaped flowers which are a
deep violet-blue colour and the plant usually leans to one side.
Bluebells are abundant in the UK, and in spring you can
often see huge numbers of these beautiful flowers
covering woodland floors like a colourful carpet.

Did you know ants help to spread bluebell seeds?

So, if you live near a bluebell woodland you may

find them popping up in your garden!
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WOOD ANEMONE
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Wood anemones have star-shaped, six-petalled white flowers
with a cluster of bright yellow stamens in the middle. Like
bluebells, wood anemones are often seen carpeting the floor
of old woodlands but can also be found in some parks and
gardens. The wood anemone is an ancient woodland
indicator plant - so if you spot this flower while you're
out exploring, it’s possible that you're standing in a
very old and special habitat!

ed b
rflies! d

wildlifewatch.org.uk
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are around

1,600 species of

wildflower in
the UK!

The lesser celandine is a small yellow flower that *
typically has 8-12 petals, making it look like a pointier
buttercup. It has glossy, heart-shaped leaves on long
stalks. Lesser celandine grows in clusters and loves
damp woodland paths, as well as siream banks and

. ditches. It was once thought that you could use lesser
celandine to predict the weather because they close
their petals before raindrops fall!
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Wild garlic has long oval-shaped leaves,

which have smooth edges and end in a point.

The flowers have six white petals and grow in

a cluster at the end of a long, thin stalk. wild

garlic often grows in dense clumps carpeting

the woodland floor, especially in old woodlands.

You can also find it along hedgerows and in scrubby
habitats. You can usually tell when there is wild garlic nearby
from the strong scent of garlic in the forest air!
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I'm Max and | work on
] ' London Wildlife Trust's Great
: l, North Wood project, profecting
¥ souTh London’s patches of
: ancient woodland and ql|
i . the amazing species
| that live there,
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Wood sorrelis a pretty white flower with five petals that are
all lined with pink veins. Each leaf is composed of three small
heart-shaped segments, which fold up at night or when it
rains. Wood sorrel can be found in woodlands, hedgerows
and usually moist shaded habitats throughout the UK.

One of the most exciting things about wood sorrel is that
when it's finished flowering, the seed heads can explode!
When they're touched, they burst and seeds shoot out.

COMMON DOG VIOLET

NOISIAOZOT / l[eSiawo9 slud @

The common dog violet has heart-shaped leaves

and purple flowers with five petals - two at the

top, three at the bottom. Unlike some other

types of violet, it doesn't have a scent. Common

dog violets are found in a range of habitats from

woodlands fo grasslands and hedgerows. This plant
is very important for several fritillary butterflies, such
as the silver-washed fritillary, because they lay their
eggs on it.

zine // Spring 2022
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As winter melts into spring, our wildlife begins to wake up in the
warmer temperatures. Buds appear on the trees and shoots come Up
from the ground, but it’s not just the plants getting ready for spring.
. " Sara Booth.-.
I'm the Card

Nature Fri
Coordin re Fflend!y SChOO's

ire Wildlife
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WHAT IS HIBERNATION?

We tend to think of hibernation as a deep sleep, but that's
not quite right. Hibernation is when an animal goes info a
dormant state for a long period of time. A dormant state is
when a creature’s body slows down. It stops moving around,
its heart beats less often, it takes fewer breaths, and its body
temperature cools. This helps animals save energy, SO they

don't need to keep eating to make enough energy to survive.

This is really useful in winter, when food can be hard to find!

The word hibernation is often used to describe any
animal that spends the winter like this, but there are actually
different types of dormant state. They all have the same
purpose though — saving energy! Some creatures even go
info a short-term version of hibernation called torpor, fo
survive cold nights or a brief spell of bad weather.

-

BROWN LONG-EARED BATS %

Brown long-eared bats are one of my favourite species
that hibernate over winter. Affer spending the summer f—
and autumn fattening up on midges and moths, they
tuck into free holes and tiny nooks and crannies in old
buildings, then hibernate from November to April.

Can you imagine not having your favourite

food for that long?! Affer they’ve stirred from
hibernation in spring, females gather in groups

known as maternity roosts. In summer, they

give birthto a single pup, which is able to look

after itself affer about six weeks.

PEACOCK BUTTERFLY

Insects can hibernate too, but their form of

hibernation is called diapause — they basically

push pause on their lifecycle! Most butterflies

hibernate as pupae, but peacock butterflies

spend the winfer as adults hidden in dark spaces. Because
of this, they have a head start on the other butterflies

when spring arrives! peacock butterflies are one of the first
pbutterflies you're likely fo see each year, flying around parks
and gardens as they search for flowers fo feed on. When
they've warmed up and had some food, they'll be looking to
mate and lay eggs. They usually place their eggs on nettle
leaves, as that's the caterpillar’s favourite food.

A especially Wwildflowers

and invertebrafes.'
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COMMON FROG

Common frogs spend the winter hiding
in the mud at the bottom of a pond, or
tucked away under logs and rocks. If the
weather isn't too bad, they may come out
[ A to find food. As soon as frogs have started
_(\av@ to get active again, they're eager o find the
L nearest pond so they can spawn (lay their eggs).
Frogs have even been known to spawn in December!
Spawning this early is risky, as the eggs won't
survive any really cold weather. Have you
seen any frogspawn yet this year?

wildlife,



HEROIC
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peatlands? 5&‘_*..

Peatlands are a really special
type of wet, boggy habitat —
in fact they are often known
as bogs. The UK has lots of
peatiands. Blanket bogs can be
found on many of our uplands,
hills and moors. Lowland raised
peat bogs and fens are found on
lower ground closer to sea level.
What makes peatiands so
special is that they are wet and
very acidic. This means that as
the plants on peatiands naturally
die, they do not fully decompose
(rot away) and instead form
layers of peat. Peat forms very
slowly at only Imm a year!
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I'm Jenny from Lancashire
Wildlife Trust and | love
peatlands! My favourite
thing is visiting the bogs
and touching the soft,
S0ggy mosses.

Ay ol
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o Canthey " :
help fight the e W
climate crisis? How can we !
help them? ‘\

NOISIAOZOZ / UllGWEH YEIN @ SSowl wnugeyds

lives there?

Yes! When they are looked after,

Peatlands are home to loads of peatlands are able to absorb

amazing and often rare wildlife. 4, from the atmosphere Globally lots of peatlands get
There are lofs of insects, rare locking it away in their peaty destroyed and dug up so that
birds, and plenty of special soils. However, over 80 per cent  the peat can be used to make
Planfs. Some of the most of UK peatlands have been compost that people use in
important plants on peatiands damaged by draining the water their gardens or to grow

are sphagnum mosses.
These are small
plants with no roots
that come in lots of
different colours,
including green,

red and yellow.

It's these plants that
break down over many

potted plants. Ask
your parents,
and any other
grown up you
can, to make
sure they
buy peat-free
compost and
plants. By making

off them, digging them up
and planting trees on
them. When this
happens all that
carbon can get
released, actually
making the climate
crisis worse! But we
are working hard to restore

years to fc¢m the PeIOf :53"' our peatlands so that they can the switch you will*help
Rl "d start helping us fight the climate  to save these precious habitats
carnivorous, insect- crisis again. and our planet!

eating plants on
peatlands! Sundews
are tiny plants with
little tendrils on
their leaves, each
tipped with a sticky
droplet. When
insects fly past,
they get stuck to the
droplets. The sundew
then releases a
chemical that turns the
insect into a disgusting
kind of insect
soup, which the
plant digests!

© Brian Eversham
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SEABIRDS OF PREY

Skuas are supremely adapted to their sky pirate lifestyle. These
powerful predators have long wings. hooked beaks and sharp

claws. But they're also fast fiyers and incredibly agile in the air.
No wonder skuas are sometimes called the “falcons of the sea’!

You can see FOUR species of skua in the UK.

a|f00 qod @

The most plunderful sky o This bulky bird is a Cross between a buzzard and
pirate of alll An Arctic skua b a big gulll The great skua (or ‘bonxie’ as it's called
gets much of its food by m n € in Scotland) will hassle the largest seabirds fora
pinching it from smaller seabirds. ‘ o f free snack — even grabbing a gannet by the wing so that
This acrobatic, airborne thief is often it falls into the water and brings up its fishy preakfast.
seen flying low and fast over the waves in The skua then scoffs the spoils! It also kills and
hot pursuit of a tern or kittiwake. The skua tirelessly cats other seabirds, including puffins.

follows every twist and turn of its target - displaying > Both Arctic and great skuas breed in the
super-quick reflexes and reactions - until the UK - in the far north of Scotland, mainly
tormented bird finally gives up its grub! on Orkney and Shetland.

uewyoly 9d ©
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/. ver the wild Scottish
o) © © _° O sea, a skua spots @
gull catching fish. It

gives chase, harassing the

unlucky bird until it drops

or disgorges (coughs up)

its dinner... which the skua

swiftly gobbles up in mid-air!
It might seem mean,

eet the bandits of the
bird world! Skuas are
ocean-going buccaneers
that steal edible loot from their
fellow seabirds instead of finding

food for themselves. But is this
swashbuckling behaviour fiendishly but stealing food from
unfair or daringly dashing? another species - known
as.kleptopordsmsm - saves nother large skua small, slim skua with long. delicate tail streamers.
precious energy. Why bother Athat often attacks Skuas fiercely AThis graceful species is the least piratey of the
searching for your other seabirds and Thpr?teCt their nests. four. but it still steals from other seabirds as well as
next meal when robs them of their prey. an;ﬁ:'natti‘:k anyone or plucking its own food from the surface of the sea. In the
‘Poms’ (as birdwatchers close - | g that strays too summer they find food on the land and like to hunt little
including humans, Arctic rodents called lemmings.

call them) aren't as
sh . : : )
acrobatic as Arctic skuas. eep and cattle! Neither the pomarine or long-tailed skua breeds in the
so their chases are usually UK, but these birds aré sometimes seen along our coasts
in spring and autumn as they migrate between the west or

you can just snatch
it from someone else?

skuas have taken this
sneaky strategy o the shorter and more aggressive.
exireme and are very Can you spot their strange. southwest coast of Africa (where they spend the winter) and
successfu| atit! spoon—shaped tail feathers? N ‘ ’ o their breeding grounds in the Arctic.
' ° 4
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Send in your photos, poems, artwork and letters for your
chance fo feature in the gallery. If your artwork is picked —— « - ! ! o
as the star entry you'll win your very own drawing kit! : e - 3 : ;

The perfect starter set for any budding wildlife artist.

-

1) Puffin by Suki, aged 8 *
Suki has created a wonderful
little puffin!

2) Waxcap by Reanie, aged 13
The waxy texture here is perfect.
We're in awe!

EEERC RN E A TE

3) Owl by Nell, aged 12
This owl looks so alert, like it's
searching for prey!

4) Red kite by Alexis, aged 12
By drawing each feather, Alexis
has given this red kite a really
textured look.

5) Migrant hawker by William,
aged 12

It's so hard to photograph a
flying dragonfly, but William
has smashed it!

6) Harvest mouse by
Leonard, aged 8

This mouse is adorable! A great
action pose of it climbing up stems.

7) Barn owl by Teddy, aged 8
Teddy has captured the colours of
a barn owl perfectly. Great job! 3 \\

8) Waxcaps by Holly, aged 10 3
This is a lovely collection of
fantastic fungil

§

9) Deer by Lola, aged 10
We love the way Lola has set a scene
by including grass and flowers.

THTIE

10) Orca by Harry, aged 6
What a gorgeous orca! We love the
bright blue water and the big wave.

Email wotch@wildlifetrusts.org
with the subject line
‘Gallery entry’ Of

write to us at:
Wildlife Watch Gallery

The Wildlife Trusts
The Kiln, Mather Road

Newark
Notts NG24 TWT

11) Pigeon by Erin, aged 11
This is an incredible painting of a bird
that is easily overlooked!

12) Pigeons by Alfred, aged 9
Alfred’s nest, complete with origami
pigeons, was a great surprise!

i we feature your artwork

we will need your first
name and your age, so
don't forget fo include
them. We might oiso.
share it on our vyebsﬂe
and social media.

@
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1 to guess what this
;tesllf;;},ﬂov%ered plant smells like!
When the leaves are crushed or
the flowers squeezeq, they really
do give off a distinctive smell of

pineapple. These plants oftep grow
by roads and pavements, bringing

a tang of the tropics to our towns!

GOLD SWIET

Butterflies aren't the only insects
that can produce surprising
smells. The gold swift is a moth
that's reported to produce a
pong of pineapple! At dusk, the
males fly around the tops of
plants, trying to attract females
by releasing a pheromone with

a pineapple-like scent.

Wildlife Watch Magazine // Spring 2022

© NeilWyatt

A fruity-smelling flower is one
thing, but how about g butterfly
with a surprising scent? Male
green-veined whites attract
females by producing a special
pheromone - basically a natural
perfume. This pheromone has a
strong, lemony smell that even
humans can detect!

rse, broom has
w flowers and a
_However, brfoom
isn't spiky and msteadise .
coconut, the flowers g el
the appeﬂs’mg aroma qt e
As the name suggests, 1 e
once used to make broo

sweeping floors.

Just like g0

The flowers of this prickly plant
are a joy to both the.eyes and the
nose! Theyre sunshine-yellow
and give off the sweet smell
of coconut. But it seems not
everyone smells the same thing
- some people find the coconut
scent overpowering, and others
struggle to smellit at alll

SHIELDBUGS

© Jim Nelson

Shieldbugs haye

o another
which is mych e,

more insulting -
they fee] threateneq

t's native
Spreading
may event

to Asia, byt has been
Across the worlq and
ually move into the UK.

© Elliot Smith
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These little ocean explorers -
have a pleasant, musky smell. x
Scientists have discovered that
storm petrels can recognise
members of their family just by
smell; and chicks can identify
their own smell, which may
help them find their way back
to the nest if they wander off!

Like other members of the
weasel family, polecgts have
scent glands on their bum that
they use to leave smelly messages
for others to find. If a polecat is g
hurt or frightened, these glands ]
can produce a really foul stench
to scare off the threat!

wildlifewatch.org.uk
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Did you know that most of the

UK's bees are solitary bees?

These incredible insects have

some interesting nesting habits...S" =&

In the UK, we have over 270
different species of bee! They are
split into three main groups. There are
the big, fluffy bumblebees, the honey bees,
and the solitary bees. Most of our bees are
solitary bees, with 250 different species! Many
are small so easy to mistake for flies or wasps.
Unlike bumblebees and honey bees, which can
have hundreds of worker bees in a nest, solitary
bees live alone. Each female bee collects pollen
and nectar for her own nest. Pollen provides
the protein young bees need to grow up
big and strong, whilst nectar offers a
sugar rush for energy.

Bumblebees and
honey bees look after
their young and feed them as
they grow. Solitary bees take an easier
approach! Once she’s made her nest, the
female bee collects pollen and nectar from
plants. She takes this pollen back to the nest,
spits up some nectar and lays an egg. She then
sedls off this section of the nest and moves
onto the next. When the young bee hatches,
it will have some tasty pollen and nectar
to snack on. Male bees are lazy and
play no part in creating a nest
or collecting pollen.

Most solitary bees
nest in the ground. The

female bee digs a burrow with

her legs, chucking the soil behind
her. They usually nest by themselves,

but in places where the ground is
just right, you can sometimes see

hundreds of bees making their

own little burrows next to
each other.

Ryan works for Cumbria
Wildlife Trust and loves
to spend his spare time
finding solitary bees
and bumblebees.

There are also lots of
species that nest off the
ground, in dead wood or plant
stems. Beetles chew their way through
dead wood creating long tunnels, which
are perfect for bees to use after the beetles
have finished with them! To keep the eggs and
young bees warm and dry, the adult bees seal
off each section of the nest. Red mason bees
seal their nests with mud carried on their
faces. Leafcutter bees use pieces of leaf
they snip from plants using their
powerful jaws.

Not all bees collect
their own pollen and

Some species take
advantage of empty snail
shells, laying their eggs inside
them! They then hide the snail
shell by covering it in bits of plant.
These bees aren’t common, but they're
amazing to see. One species covers the
snail shell in twigs and grass stems,
and can look like it's flying on a tiny
broomstick as it carries bits of
plant back fo its nest.

nectar. Some are sneaky and
take over the nests of other bees.
They can smell where the nests are
and wait for the female bee to pop
out for some food. They then quickly
rush in and lay their eggs in the
nest and run away before the

female comes back!
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FOURTO
SPOT THIS
SPRING

A flash of red across a path could be a
female tawny mining bee! This species
offen digs nests in lawns and leaves
behind little volcano-like heaps of soil.

b5 N o
et N

This bee looks like a panda with its fuzzy

black and grey-white body! Look out for

it nesting in the ground.

3. EARLY MINING BEE

You can spot this bee by looking for its red
bum! Females also have blood red hair on
their backs and often visit fruit frees.

If you have a bee hotel, look out for this bee
bringing back mud on its face! The female
bees have two horns so the mud doesn‘t
fall off. They also have fluffy red backs.
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which makes space for new plants to grow.

've all seen films with buffalo roaming the Great

g ' Plains of America. But did you know we have
' 'rn eavers live in rlver.s Q',Td lakes and love fo eat fre W Y I ; All of this creates the open landscapes that are special
&= B leaves. To feed this diet they totally transform a European version? If's the European bison, - . : 3 .
o ek ; ] > : i to so much of Europe’s wildlife. The New Forest is a great ur wild version of pigs, these big, hairy beasts are
gt R their landscape! They gnaw bonkside frees with olso know s the wisenl, 1eES Y e of what E land O the ultimate soil engineers! The snuffle through
ol thair massive teeth until the trees foll down, s0 they can fike American buffalo, but they prefer o landscape examblE sl urone Al e A, . ) . ¢
3 & o chihe leaves, Then they use he frunks and stems . of forests and meadows. They love to chomp on might have looked like Yvhen wild horses the soil, t?reoknng up tk}e eoﬁh’to find tubers and
.’5:}. ! o build their dens and dam up streams. Allihis leaves, twigs and bark, and wallow in great pits of roamed the continent. . grubs. Just a few wild boars can plough’ up huge areas of
E Wy beavery engineeri i i 1d full of mud. All this chomping and wallowing changes Sadly, the frue European wild wpodk:nd floor or meadow in a short space of ime. The
O y engineering creates A W Ll R Vel ing bi horses, called tarpan, are extinct disturbed soil helps wildflowers and new trees fo grow. The
oy irees. I's perfect for them and perfect for man ihe forests hey live in, making big open spaces S tad e i . ggw:. T8
s other' p|asts TS sucr? B oS Y where other wildiife can thrive. But some old horse breeds do also make wet, muddy wallows fo bathe in, creating mint
* ik toads, fish, and many weltlon d plans. ' European bison almost went extindt, with just 54 behave in s!miulor ways to wild wetlands that insects and amphibians can use.
w1\ Beavers were hunted to exiinction hundreds D animals left in captivity in 1927. Careful breeding horses. In Britain, the nearest we .Ur.lfortunoie|y, wild boars were hunted fo exfinction in
Ml § but th back in the UK ' in 200s has allowed them fo return tothe have to tarpan are the Exmoor ponies Britain by the 13th century. But the boars are back! They
e ov\l\fecrsf:g.c), U:T: e\; 1chre e mft :uthv:/e - wild in easfern Europe. There are now ihat lead a pretty wild lifestyle on the were accidentally released from captivity and can now be
- z "l“m('j 3 IS ;Zonz £ d Tf\ m\/;;fjlc')fesTrust ars over 5,000 roaming wild! This year they wil Devon moors. We might one day see herds of found in some parts of England and Scotland. Nof everyone
nolarg e B ey poE be released info Blean Woods by Kent Wildiife wild horses on our heaths, coasts and uplands, engineering loves them — they can play havoc with a finely manicured
scrubby, open spaces for wildlife! lawn — but for the sake of our wildlife, we need fo learn fo
live with wild boar. Let the soil engineer return o Britain!

\ #'F i working hard to help more beavers return to the wild!
Trust. The woodland engineer is back!
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can nest farther from the sea.
Seabirds often lay their eggs straight
onto the ground, so it would be very
easy for a fox, stoat, rat or other
predator to come along and scoff
them. To protect their eggs and
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Manx shearwater ©/Chris Lawrence
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happily catch fish
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- EELS ! the coast, or on little islands just offshore. from lakes, so they
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like common terns, will
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effective for seabirds that dive-bomb
potential predators, like Arctic terns. One
pair of terns attacking a predator is
annoying, dozens or even hundreds
attacking it is enough to scare it away!
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Tell us which two species
of skua nest in the (V&

(The answer is in the magazine!)

nter the world of birds for an
incredible journey through the skies,
into frees, and even underground! - e £y
You'll discover parrots, hummingbirds, o o = ' :
eagles, and more! This colourful book is
written by the Urban Birder David Lindo,
with illustrations by Claire McElfatrick.

We've got FOUR copies to give away.
Buy online at: wiru.st/world-bird RRP: £14.99

inoculars help you to see and

enjoy birds and other wildlife in FOR Y%‘EI:R

greater defail, and with this easy %gAVﬁN:

to assemble kit you can now build =
your own pair! Made from sustainable Tel!;.:;f;ou
cardboard, the pieces just slot fogether anl

would most like
with no glue, no mess, and no fuss. to see through

! kits to give away! your new
B ° pinoculars!
Buy online at: buildyourownkits.com

RRP: £19.99
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, id you know that flies can help
us solve crime? Or that spiders
can be astronauts? Discover the
extraordinary things bugs do for Just answer this question!
us —and how we can look after them - How many species of bee
« 100 —in this vibrant Book written by the are there in the UK?

Ndtural History Museum's insect expert! Rl AL AL
g el b) Around 150
'We've got FOUR copies to give away. c) Over 270
Buy online at: wiru.st/bug-world-book
RRP: £14.99 * :
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